
 

 

 AGENDA 
REGULAR MEETING 

COUNCIL OF SAN BENITO COUNTY GOVERNMENTS 
 
 
DATE:    Thursday, January 18, 2024   
  4:00 p.m. 
 
LOCATION:  County Board of Supervisors Chambers 
  481 Fourth Street 
  Hollister, CA 95023 
   
DIRECTORS:    Bea Gonzales, Chair (County of San Benito)   
      Scott Freels, Vice‐Chair (City of San Juan Bautista) 
      Mia Casey (City of Hollister)       
      Dolores Morales (City of Hollister)  
      Mindy Sotelo (County of San Benito) 
      Ex Officio: Caltrans District 5 
       
ALTERNATES:     San Benito County: Kollin Kosmicki  

City of San Juan Bautista: Jackie Morris‐Lopez   
City of Hollister: Rick Perez 

 

NOTICE OF PROCEDURES FOR COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS BOARD MEETINGS   

The meeting will be available through Zoom, for those who wish to join or require accommodations.   

Members of the public may participate remotely via Zoom at the following link: https://zoom.us/join 
with the following: Webinar ID: 869‐3338‐2314 and Webinar Passcode: 566596 

Those participating by phone who would like to make a comment can use the “raise hand” feature by 
dialing “*9”  (star‐nine)  .  In order to receive full Zoom experience, please make sure your application is 
up to date.   

Remote Zoom participation for members of the public is provided for convenience only.  In the event that 
the Zoom connection malfunctions for any reason, the COG Board of Directors reserves the right to 
conduct the meeting without remote access.  

   
Persons who wish to address the Board of Directors must complete a Speaker Card and give it to the Clerk prior to 
addressing  the  Board.  Those  who  wish  to  address  the  Board  on  an  agenda  item  will  be  heard  when  the 
Chairperson  calls  for  comments  from  the  audience.  Following  recognition,  persons  desiring  to  speak  are 
requested to advance to the podium and state  their name and address. After hearing audience comments,  the 
Public Comment portion of the agenda item will be closed. The Opportunity to address the Board of Directors on 
items of interest not appearing on the agenda will be provided during Section 5. Public Comment. 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER  4:00 P.M. 

2. Pledge of Allegiance:   The Pledge of Allegiance to be led by Vice Chair Freels.   



3. Roll Call  

4. Verification of Certificate of Posting  

5. Public Comment: (Opportunity to address the Board on items of interest on a subject matter within the 

jurisdiction of the Council of Governments and not appearing on the agenda.  No action may be taken unless 
provided by Govt. Code Sec. 54954.2 Speakers are limited to 3 minutes.) 

6. Certificate of Recognition 
 
ACTION ITEMS: 

7. COG Board Chair and Vice Chairperson Election and Committee Appointments – Gonzales  

a. HOLD Nomination and Election of COG Chair and Vice Chairperson for the 2024 Meeting 
Calendar.  

b. APPROVE Appointment of Delegate and Alternate to the California Association of Councils 
of Governments (CALCOG). 

c. APPROVE  Appointment  of  Two  Representatives  to  the  San  Benito/Santa  Clara  Mobility 
Partnership (One City of Hollister Representative and One Other Representative). 

d. APPROVE  Appointment  of  Representative  to  Speak  on  Behalf  of  COG  at  Central  Coast 
Coalition Meetings. 

 

CLOSED SESSION: 

8. Public Employee Appointment                                                                                                               
Title: COG Legal Counsel                                                                                                       
Government Code section 54957(b)(1)&(4) 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

(These matters  shall  be  considered as  a whole and without discussion unless a particular  item  is  removed  from  the 
Consent Agenda.  Members of the public who wish to speak on a Consent Agenda item must submit a Speaker Card to 
the Clerk and wait for recognition from the Chairperson. Approval of a consent item means approval as recommended 
on the Staff Report.) 

9. APPROVE Council of Governments Draft Action Regular Meeting Minutes Dated December 21, 
2023 – Gomez  

10. RECEIVE the 2024 Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting Calendar – Aceves 

11. ADOPT Resolution No. 2024‐01 Authorizing the COG Executive Director to Carry‐Over and 
Program Rural Planning Assistance (RPA) Funds Totaling $49,857.76 from the Previous Fiscal 
Year – Lezama  

12. APPROVE Cathedral Oaks Consulting Contract Amendment #3 – Aceves  

 

 



INFORMATION ITEMS: 

13. RECEIVE Monthly Caltrans District 5 Construction Projects Report – Caltrans Ex‐Officio  

14. Caltrans Report/Correspondence (Verbal Report) – Caltrans Ex‐Officio 

15. Executive Director’s Report (Verbal Report) – Abraham 

16. Board of Directors’ Reports (Verbal Report) 

 
Adjourn to COG Meeting on February 15, 2024.  Agenda Deadline is January 30, 2024, at 12:00 p.m. 

In  compliance  with  the  Americans  with  Disabilities  Act  (ADA),  if  requested,  the  Agenda  can  be  made  available  in 
appropriate alternative  formats to persons with a disability.  If an  individual wishes to  request an alternative agenda 
format, please contact  the Clerk of  the Council  four  (4) days prior  to  the meeting at  (831) 637‐7665. The Council of 
Governments Board of Directors meeting facility is accessible to persons with disabilities.  If you need special assistance 
to participate in this meeting, please contact the Clerk of the Council’s office at (831) 637‐7665 at least 48 hours before 
the meeting to enable the Council of Governments to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility. 

 
Written Comments & Email Public Comment 
Members of the public may submit comments via email by 5:00 PM. on the Wednesday prior to the Board meeting to 
the Secretary at monica@sanbenitocog.org, regardless of whether the matter is on the agenda. Every effort will be 
made to provide Board Members with your comments before the agenda item is heard.  
 
Public Comment Guidelines 
1. If participating on Zoom: once you are selected, you will hear that you have been unmuted. At this time, state 

your first name, last name, and county you reside in for the record.   
2. The Council of Governments Board welcomes your comments. 
3. Each individual speaker will be limited to a presentation total of three (3) minutes. 
4. Please keep your comments brief, to the point, and do not repeat prior testimony, so that as many people as 

possible can be heard.  Your cooperation is appreciated. 
 
If you have questions, contact the Council of Governments, and leave a message at (831) 637‐7665 x. 201, or email 
monica@sanbenitocog.org. 
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7.  COG Board Chair and Vice Chairperson Election and Committee Appointments – Gonzales  

a. HOLD Nomination and Election of COG Chair and Vice Chairperson for the 2024 Meeting 
Calendar.  

b. APPROVE  Appointment  of  Delegate  and  Alternate  to  the  California  Association  of 
Councils of Governments (CALCOG). 

c. APPROVE Appointment of Two Representatives  to  the San Benito/Santa Clara Mobility 
Partnership (One City of Hollister Representative and One Other Representative). 

d. APPROVE Appointment of Representative  to  Speak on Behalf of COG at Central Coast 
Coalition Meetings. 
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Closed Session 
 

PUBLIC EMPLOYEE APPOINTMENT  
  Title:  COG Legal Counsel  
       Government Code Section 54957(b)(1)&(4) 
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                                                             Agenda Item: _9_          
 

COUNCIL OF SAN BENITO COUNTY GOVERNMENTS 
REGULAR MEETING 

Board of Supervisors Chambers,481 Fourth Street, Hollister, CA 95023 & Zoom Platform 

December 21, 2023, at 4:00 P.M. 
 

ACTION MINUTES 
 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

Chair Bea Gonzales, Vice‐Chair Scott Freels, Director Mia Casey, Director Mindy Sotelo, Alternate 
Director Rick Perez, and Ex Officio Brandy Rider; Caltrans District 5. 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: 

Director Dolores Morales. 
 
STAFF PRESENT: 

Transportation Planning Manager; Veronica Lezama, Administrative Services Specialist; Norma Rivera, 
Office Assistant; Griselda Arevalo, Deputy County Counsel; Shirley Murphy.  
Absent: Executive Director; Binu Abraham 
 
OTHERS PRESENT:  

Jill Leal; Caltrans District 5, Paul Hierling (via‐Zoom); Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments. 
 
1.   CALL TO ORDER:  

Chair Gonzales called the meeting to order at 4:00 P.M.   
     
2.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE  

Vice Chair Freels led the pledge of allegiance.  
 
3. ROLL CALL   

Administrative Services Specialist Aceves called the roll call and confirmed a quorum of Directors were 
present.  

 
4. CERTIFICATE OF POSTING 

Motion made to acknowledge Certificate of Posting: 
Motion: Director Mindy Sotelo  Second: Director Mia Casey 
Motion carried:  5/0 
Yes:      Gonzales, Freels, Sotelo, Casey, Alternate Perez 
No:      None 
Recused:    None 
Abstention:   None 
Absent:    Morales 
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5.  PUBLIC COMMENT:    

Chair  Gonzales  stated  for  the  record  that  COG  received  Mr.  Joe  Thompson’s  public  comment 
correspondence.  The correspondence was entered into public record. 
 

CONSENT AGENDA: 

(These matters shall be considered as a whole and without discussion unless a particular  item is removed from the Consent 
Agenda.  Members of the public who wish to speak on a Consent Agenda item must submit a Speaker Card to the Clerk and wait 
for recognition from the Chairperson. Approval of a consent item means approval as recommended on the Staff Report.) 

6. APPROVE Council of Governments Draft Action Special Meeting Minutes Dated October 9, 2023 – 
Gomez 

7. APPROVE Council of Governments Draft Action Regular Meeting Minutes Dated November 16, 2023 
– Gomez  

There was no public comment on Consent. 

Motion made to Approve Consent Agenda 6‐7:  

Motion: Director Mia Casey  Second: Director Mindy Sotelo 
Motion carried:  5/0 
Yes:      Gonzales, Freels, Sotelo, Casey, Alternate Perez 
No:      None 
Recused:    None 
Abstention:   None 
Absent:    Morales 

ACTION ITEMS: 

8. ACCEPT Council of Governments FY 22/23 Basic Financial Statements – Aceves  

Administrative Services Specialist, Norma Aceves, reported on the Council of Governments FY 
2022/2023 Basic Financial Statements.  She noted that there were no findings by the auditors in the FY 
22/23 Basic Financial Statements. 

There was no discussion or public comment. 

Motion made to Accept Agenda Item 8. as noted above:  

Motion: Director Mindy Sotelo  Second: Chair Bea Gonzales 
Motion carried:  5/0 
Yes:      Gonzales, Freels, Sotelo, Casey, Alternate Perez  
No:      None 
Recused:    None 
Abstention:   None 
Absent:    Morales 
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9. ADOPT Resolution 2023‐10 Approving Projects for Funding and Authorizing the Application for and 
Acceptance of FY 2023/24 California State of Good Repair Program Funds Totaling $107,586 – 
Lezama  

Transportation Planning Manager, Veronica Lezama, reported on Resolution 2023‐10, which if adopted 
it would approve projects for funding and authorize the application for and acceptance of FY 2023/24 
California State of Good Repair Program funds totaling $107,586.  Ms. Lezama also answered questions 
from the Board of Directors. 

The Board inquired about the type and size of vehicles that will be purchased and if includes a zero‐
emission buses. 

Ms. Lezama stated that if the staff is successful in obtaining this grant, it will identify recommendations 
for moving forward with zero emission vehicles.  However, at this time staff is recommending that SGR 
funds be used for the purpose of replacing transit gasoline vehicle(s).  The Board will be able to look at 
the specific type of vehicle to be purchased at a future meeting.   

There was no public comment. 

Motion made to Adopt Agenda Item 9. as noted above:  

Motion: Director Mia Casey    Second: Director Mindy Sotelo 
Motion carried:  5/0 
Yes:      Gonzales, Freels, Sotelo, Casey, Alternate Perz 
No:      None 
Recused:    None 
Abstention:   None 
Absent:    Morales 
 

10. ESTABLISH an Evaluation Committee for the Review and Ranking of the General Legal Services RFP 
and Select Interview Process – Aceves 

Administrative Services Specialist, Norma Aceves, reported on establishing an evaluation committee for 
the review and ranking associated with the General Legal Services RFP, selecting an interview process, 
and answered questions from the Board. 

There was discussion amongst the COG Board, staff, and County Counsel regarding the proposed 
selection process. 

There was consensus from the COG Board to move forward with Option 2 as follows: 

‐ Evaluate RFP based on pre‐established criteria ‐ (Dec. 22nd‐Jan. 2nd) 

‐ Evaluation Committee (SME’s only) interviews and adjust their score – ( Jan. 4th) 

‐ Full Board conducts interviews (Jan. 18th COG Board meeting) 

‐ Contract goes to COG Board for consideration (Jan. 18th COG Board meeting) 

There was no public comment. 
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INFORMATION ITEMS: 

14. RECIEVE Monthly Caltrans District 5 Construction Projects Report –  Brandy Rider, Caltrans 

Caltrans Deputy District Director for Transportation Planning, Brandy Rider, provided an update on major 
construction projects on the Caltrans State Highway System in San Benito County and answered questions 
from the Board.  

Ms. Rider reported that a press release was sent out announcing that the SR 156/ SR 25 Turbo Roundabout 
Project  is anticipated to open  in early  January 2024. Caltrans staff will be working on a ribbon cutting 
event for the Project.  Ms. Rider also reported that the Rocks Road US 101 Wildlife Connectivity Project 
was  awarded  $5.1  million  in  grant  funding  to  move  the  project  forward  into  the  next  phase  of 
environmental review. 

The COG Board asked to provide more outreach on the SR 156/ SR 25 Turbo Roundabout Project, such as 
providing an insert in a utility bill.   

The  COG  Board  inquired  about  the  Hollister  Clean  CA  Project  deliverables  and  completion  timeline.  
Caltrans will be following up on the Hollister Clean CA Project’s estimated completion date. 

The  COG  Board  requested  a  map  of  what  the  Highway  156  Improvement  Project  will  look  like  at 
completion.  Caltrans will provide the requested map at a future meeting. 

There was no public comment. 

15. Caltrans Report/Correspondence – Scott Eades, Caltrans 

Caltrans  Deputy  District  Director  for  Transportation  Planning,  Brandy  Rider,  announced  that  Caltrans 
Sustainable Transportation Planning Grant Program application is open.  The Grant application deadline 
is January 18, 2024.  Please contact Jill Leal, Regional Planner at Caltrans District 5 for questions.   

There was no public comment. 
 
16. Executive Director’s Report – Abraham 

None. 

There was no public comment. 

17. Board of Directors’ Reports –   

None. 

There was no public comment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
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There being no further business to discuss, Alternate Director Perez motioned to adjourn at 4:55 p.m.  
Motion seconded by Director Casey. 
Motion carried:  5/0 
Yes:      Gonzales, Freels, Sotelo, Casey, Alternate Perez 
No:      None 
Recused:    None 
Abstention:   None 
Absent:    Morales 
 
ADJOURN TO COG MEETING JANUARY 18, 2024, AT 4:00 P.M.  



STAFF REPORT 

Consent  
Prepared By:    Norma Aceves, Administrative 
Services Specialist  
Subject: 2024 Council of Governments Board 
Meeting Calendar 

Agenda Item No. 10
Approved By: Binu Abraham 

Meeting Date: January 18, 2024 

Recommendation: 

Receive the 2024 Council of Governments Board of Directors meeting calendar.  

Summary: 

This report contains the 2024 Council of Governments Board of Directors meeting calendar. 

Background/ Discussion:  

The Council of Governments Board meets the third Thursday of each month at 4:00 p.m.  

Financial Impact:  

None.  

Attachments:   

1. 2024 Council of Governments Board of Directors Meeting Calendar



Council of San Benito County Governments (COG), 
Local Transportation Authority (LTA),  

Measure A (MEA), Airport Land Use Commission (ALUC), and 
Service Authority for Freeways and Expressways (SAFE)  

2024 Meeting Dates 

*The Council of Governments Board meets every 3rd Thursday at 4:00 p.m. at the
 San Benito County Board of Supervisors Chambers, 481 Fourth Street, Hollister, CA 95023 

Meeting Date Meeting 
Time 

Meeting Location 

Thurs: 01/18/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 02/15/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 03/21/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 04/18/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 05/16/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 06/20/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs. 07/18/2024 

Thurs: 08/15/2024 

4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 09/19/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 10/17/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 11/21/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

Thurs: 12/19/2024 4:00 p.m. San Benito Co. Board of Supervisors Chambers 

--------- In Recess 

Attachment  1



   
 

Agenda Item________ 

STAFF REPORT 
 

Consent   Agenda Item No. 11 
Prepared By:  Veronica Lezama, 
Transportation Planning Manager   

Approved By: Binu Abraham, Executive 
Director 

Subject:  FY 2023/2024 Overall Work Program  Meeting Date: January 18, 2024 

Recommendation: 

ADOPT Resolution No. 2024‐01 Authorizing the COG Executive Director to Carry‐Over and 
Program Rural Planning Assistance (RPA) Funds Totaling $49,857.76 from the Previous Fiscal 
Year. 

Background/ Discussion:  

As the designated Regional Transportation Planning Agency, the Council of Governments 
prepares an annual Overall Work Program that identifies the planning work that the agency 
will perform during each fiscal year. The document may be amended if changes occur 
during the current fiscal year to reflect priorities, funding changes, and staff changes.  

In 2023, the COG Board of Directors adopted a resolution (Resolution No. 2023‐09) 
authorizing the COG Executive Director to sign all necessary documents to carry‐over funds  
(Attachment 1).  Caltrans is requesting that specific language be included in the resolution to 
authorize the COG Executive Director to specifically “carry over and program Rural Planning 
Assistance funds.” A new resolution (No. 2024‐01) has been prepared which includes all 
Caltrans required language (Attachment 2).  
 
Financial Impact: 
 
There are no financial impacts at this time.  
 
Attachments:    1. Resolution No. 2023‐09 
      2. Resolution No. 2024‐01 
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STAFF REPORT 

Consent 
Prepared By: Norma Aceves, Administrative 
Services Specilaist  
Subject: Contract Amendment- Cathedral 
Oaks Consulting 

Agenda Item No. 12
Approved By: Binu Abraham 

Meeting Date: January 18, 2024 

Recommendation: 

Approve Cathedral Oaks Consulting Contract Amendment #3. 

Summary: 

A contract amendment is needed for Cathedral Oaks Consulting to carry forward with the projects 

that COG planned and budgeted in FY 23/24 through FY 24/25.  

Background/ Discussion: 

Cathedral Oaks Consulting assisted COG with the Initial Application Package for the Transit and 
Intercity Rail Capital Program (TIRCP) and Zero Emission Transit Capital Program (ZETCP).  This was 
an unanticipated project that exhausted the current contract fund limits that COG has with 
Cathedral Oaks Consulting. Therefore, a contract amendment is needed to restore the contract 
amount so we can move forward with the projects that the COG had initially planned for Cathedral 
Oaks Consulting. 

Financial Impact:  

No financial impact at this time. 

Attachments:  

1. Contract Amendment #3 - Cathedral Oaks Consulting



Revised 10/1/07 FORM/Amendment to Contract 

AMENDMENT TO CONTRACT
# 3

The Council of San Benito County Governments (“COG”) and Cathedral Oaks Consulting, a 
sole proprietorship (“CONTRACTOR”) enter into this agreement on the date stated next to the 
signatures below.  In consideration of the mutual promises set forth herein, the parties agree as follows:

1. Existing Contract.

a. Initial Contract.
COG and CONTRACTOR acknowledge that the parties entered into a contract, dated
September 7, 2022 .

b. Prior Amendments.  (Check one.)
[ ] The initial contract previously has not been amended.
[X] The initial contract previously has been amended. The date(s) of prior 

amendments are as follows: December 16, 2022 and June 19, 2023

c. Incorporation of Original Contract.
The initial contract and any prior amendments to the initial contract (hereafter
collectively referred to as the “original contract”) are attached to this amendment as
Exhibit 1 and made a part of this amended contract.

2. Purpose of this Amendment.
The purpose of this amendment is to change the agreement between the parties in the following
particulars:

a. Term of the Contract. (Check one.)
[ ] The term of the original contract is not modified.
[X] The term of the original contract (Exhibit 1) is extended from the current

expiration date of June 30, 2024 , to a new expiration date of June 30, 2025.

b. Scope of Services. (Check one.)
[X] The services specified in the original contract (Exhibit 1) are not modified.
[ ] The services specified in the original contract (Exhibit 1) are modified as 

specified below: (Check one.)
[ ] The services specified in the original contract are modified only as 

specified below:

Modified or New Scope of Services:
(Insert modified or new services.)

[ ] The services specified in the original contract are deleted in their entirety 
and replaced with the following services:

New Scope of Services:
(Insert new services.)
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c. Payment Terms. (Check one.) 
[   ] The payment terms in the original contract (Exhibit 1) are not modified. 
[X] The payment terms in the original contract (Exhibit 1) are modified as specified 

below: (Check one.) 
[X] The payment terms are modified only as specified below: 

Modified or New Payment Terms: 
(Insert modified or new payment terms.) 

 
Attachment B (Payment Schedule) to the original contract (Exhibit 1), as 
previously amended, is hereby further amended to increase the 
compensation by an additional amount not to exceed $30,000.00, for 
additional services provided under this amendment to the contract, as 
follows: 
 

Original contract $40,500.00 
1st  Amendment $         0.00 
2nd  Amendment $  9,500.00 
3rd  Amendment              $30,000.00 

Total:     $80,000.00 
 
Accordingly, Paragraph B-3 is hereby amended to read as follows: 
 

B-3.  COMPENSATION 
 
COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS shall pay to CONTRACTOR:  
(Check one.) 

[   ] a total lump sum payment of $ , or 
[X] a total sum not to exceed $80,000.00 , 

for services rendered pursuant to the terms and conditions of the 
original contract, as previously amended (Exhibit 1) and this 
amendment, and pursuant to any special compensation terms 
specified in paragraph B-4. 
 

All other provisions of Attachment B to the original contract, as 
previously amended (Exhibit 1) shall remain the same. 
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[   ] The payment terms are deleted in their entirety and replaced with the 

following payment terms: 

New Payment Terms: 
 
B-1.  BILLING 
 
Charges for services rendered pursuant to the terms and conditions of this 
contract shall be invoiced on the following basis:  (Check one.) 

[  ] One month in arrears. 
[  ] Upon the complete performance of the services specified in 

the original agreement (Exhibit 1) and this amendment. 
[  ] The basis specified in paragraph B-4. 

 
B-2.  PAYMENT 
 
Payment shall be made by COG to CONTRACTOR at the address 
specified in paragraph 8 of the original contract, net thirty (30) days from 
the invoice date. 
 
B-3.  COMPENSATION 
 
COG shall pay to CONTRACTOR:  (Check one.) 

[  ] a total lump sum payment of $ , or 
[  ] a total sum not to exceed $ , 

for services rendered pursuant to the terms and conditions of the original 
contract (Exhibit 1) and this amendment, and pursuant to any special 
compensation terms specified in paragraph B-4. 
 
B-4.  SPECIAL COMPENSATION TERMS:   (Check one.) 

[  ] There are no additional terms of compensation.  
[  ] The following specific terms of compensation shall apply:  

(Specify) 
 

d. Other Terms. (Check one.) 
[X] There are no other terms of the original contract that are modified. 
[   ] Other terms of the original contract are modified only as specified below: 

Other Modified or New Terms: 
(Insert other modified or new terms.) 

 
3. Other Terms. 

All other terms and conditions of the original contract (Exhibit 1) which are not changed by this 
amendment shall remain the same. 
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CONTRACTOR 
 
    
Name/Title: Stephen J. VanDenburgh, President                           Date 
 
COG 
 
    
 , Chair Date 
 
APPROVED AS TO LEGAL FORM: 
San Benito County Counsel’s Office 
 
    
Shirley L. Murphy, Deputy County Counsel                                     Date 
Council of San Benito County Governments Legal Counsel 
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EXHIBIT 1
TO AMENDMENT #_3_

ORIGINAL 
CONTRACT

(Please attach the initial contract and any prior amendments, from the most 
recent to the initial contract, in reverse chronological order.)







































 

 

STAFF REPORT 

 

Informational  Agenda Item No. 13 
Prepared By: Veronica Lezama, 
Transportation Planning Manager     

Approved By: Binu Abraham, Executive Director 

Subject: Monthly Caltrans District 5 
Construction Projects Report 

Meeting Date: January 18, 2024 

              

Recommendation: 

RECEIVE Monthly Caltrans District 5 Construction Projects Report.  

Summary: 

The Council of San Benito County Governments (COG) Board of Directors will receive the monthly 
report  from Caltrans District 5 on active highway projects in San Benito County.  

Background/ Discussion:  

As an ex officio member, the California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) provides the COG 

Board of Director’s a summary report of all active highway and other state oversight projects in 

San Benito County. The enclosed Caltrans Update of Projects identifies the following projects in 

San Benito County.  

1. Highway 25/156 Roundabout 
2. Highway 156 Improvement Project 
3. Highway 25 Curve Alignment Restoration 
4. Hollister Clean CA 
5. U.S 101 Southbound Connector Extension 
6. SR 156/Alameda EB Right‐Turn Channelization 
7. Highway 25 Expressway Conversion ‐ San Felipe, Segment 1 
8. Rocks Road US 101 Wildlife Connectivity Project 

Financial Impact:  

Please see attached project updates report.  

Attachment:  

1. Caltrans District 5 Construction Projects Report  
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 CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS 

 
Project 

Location/Post Mile 
(PM) Description Construction 

Timeline 
Construction 

Cost 
Funding 
Source 

 
Project 

Manager 
 

Contractor Comments 

1. 
Highway 25/156 

Roundabout 
(1J480) 

 
Intersection of SR 
25/156, north of 

Hollister  
 

(PM 54.048) 

 

Construct 
Roundabout 

June 2022 -
Early 2024 

$10.9 million SHOPP 
Terry 

Thompson  
Graniterock 
Construction 

Final striping is 
underway. Construction is 
expected to be complete 

by the end of January 
(weather permitting).  

2. 
Highway 156  

Improvement Project 
(34490) 

In and near San Juan 
Bautista, from The 
Alameda to slightly 
east of Fourth Street  

 
(PM 3.0/R8.2) 

 

Construct 
four-lane 

expressway 

August 2022 -
Fall 2025 

$89.7 million STIP/Local 
Terry 

Thompson 
Teichert 

Construction 

Continued construction 
activities. Union Rd 
detour scheduled for 

Summer of 2024.  

3. 

Highway 25  
Curve Alignment 

Restoration 
 (1H810) 

 
Near Hollister, just 
north of San Benito  

Lateral 
 

(PM 18.8/19.1) 
 

Curve 
restoration 

March 2023 - 
Fall 2024 

$5.4 million SHOPP 
Terry 

Thompson 
Teichert 

Construction 

Excavation and paving 
activities have been 

completed. Construction 
is expected to be complete 

by the end of February 
(weather permitting). 

4. Hollister Clean CA  
(1P531) 

 
On Route 25 in San 
Benito County from 
Sunset Dr. to Santa 

Ana Rd. 
(PM 49.9/51.2) 

 

Install 
beautification, 
transportation 
art, and safety 

measure 
enhancement 

project in 
Caltrans R/W. 

April 2023 – 
Summer 2025 

$1.2 million Clean CA 
Terry 

Thompson 
Bortolussi & 
Watkin, Inc. 

Construction is on-going. 
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PROJECTS IN DEVELOPMENT 

Project Location/Post Mile (PM) Description Construction 
Timeline 

Construction 
Cost 

Funding 
Source 

 Project 
Manager  Phase Comments 

5. 
U.S 101 Southbound 
Connector Extension 

(1N910) 

In San Benito County 3.0 
miles West of San Juan 
Bautista at SR-156 and 

U.S. Route 101 

Extend 
westbound 

connector an 
additional 1800 

feet and 
construct a 
ramp meter 

TBD TBD Minor A 
Terry 

Thompson 
PA&ED 

 Continued surveys and 
environmental studies.  

6. 

SR 156/Alameda  
EB Right‐Turn 
Channelization 

(1P300) 

In San Juan Bautista at the 
intersection of SR 156 and 

The Alameda 
 

(PM 2.9/3.1) 

Installation of 
eastbound 
right-turn 

channelization 
from SR 156 

onto the 
Alameda 

Spring 2024 TBD 
Oversight/ 

Local 

Terry 
Thompson/ 

Paul 
Valadao 

PA&ED 

The City approved change in 
ownership of the developer. 
Caltrans held a project kick-
start meeting on Nov. 1 with 
the City’s team to discuss the 
Right of Way challenges and 

how it may affect project 
delivery. Caltrans is actively 
collaborating with the City’s 

design team on inquiries 
regarding adjacent/affected 
property owners. The City’s 

design team submitted DEER 
to Caltrans for review. 

7. 

Highway 25 
Expressway 

Conversion - San 
Felipe, Segment 1 

(48541) 

 

San Felipe Road to 0.3 
miles north of Hudner 

Lane 
(0.8 mi west of SR 25 to 
0.5 miles east of SR 25) 

Conversion of 
2-lane 

conventional 
highway to a 4-

lane 
expressway 

N/A N/A Local 
Terry 

Thompson 
PA&ED 

Two workshops are being 
proposed for Caltrans and 
SBCOG to determine the 

range of project alternative 
needed to align this project 

with SB743 VMT guidelines. 
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PROJECTS IN DEVELOPMENT (CONTINUED) 

Project Location/Post Mile 
(PM) Description Construction 

Timeline 
Construction 

Cost 
Funding 
Source 

 Project 
Manager  Phase Comments 

8. 

Rocks Road US 101 
Wildlife Connectivity 

Project  
(1Q260) 

 

In San Benito County 
in the Aromas Hills  

(PM 0.0/2.8) 
 

Identify wildlife 
crossing 

opportunities to 
connect important 

habitat on both 
sides of US 101 

and improve 
safety for drivers 

and wildlife

TBD TBD State Funded 
Terry 

Thompson  
PID 

Developing PID document 
by preparing project 

alternatives. Grant funding 
was awarded to the 

wildlife Connectivity 
Project. 

 
 

ACRONYMS USED IN THIS REPORT: 
 
ADA   Americans with Disabilities Act     SHOPP  State Highway Operation and Protection Program  
CEQA   California Environmental Quality Act     SR  State Route 
CMAQ   Congestion Mitigation Air Quality     STIP  State Transportation Improvement Program 
CMIA   Corridor Mobility Improvement Account     TBD  To Be Determined  
CTC   California Transportation Commission     TMS  Traffic Management System 
DEER  Design Engineering Evaluation Report VMT Vehicle Miles Traveled  
ED   Environmental Document   
EIR   Environmental Impact Report 
PA&ED  Project Approval and Environmental Document 
PID Project Initiation Document 
PM   Post Mile 
PS&E   Plans, Specifications, and Estimates 
RTL   Ready to List 
RW   Right of Way 
SB1   Senate Bill 1, the Road Repair and Accountability Act of 2017 
SCL   Santa Clara County Line
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